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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DICK ANTHONY HELLER, et al.

Plaintiffs

)
)
)
)
) CASE: 1:08-cv-01289
) Hon. Ricardo M. Urbina
)
)
)
)

v.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, et al.

Defendants

DECLARATION OF MARK OVERSTREET

I, Mark Overstreet, do hereby swear or affirm:

1. I am employed as the Research Coordinator for the National Rifle Association

of America, Inc., in Fairfax, Virginia. One of my functions is to collect research,

primarily from United States government sources, on the production and availability of

fIreanns in the United States.

2. The following addresses estimated production of AR-15 type rifles from 1986

to the present. It also addresses production of detachable ammunition magazines.

AR-15 Type Rifle Production

3. The term "Colt AR-15 series" refers to different models of a rifle

manufactured by Colt's Defense and its predecessor companies. "AR-15" is commonly

used as a generic term to describe the same or similar rifles made by other manufacturers.

4. AR-15s are semiautomatic, meaning that they are designed to fIre only once

when the trigger is pulled. They have the capacity to accept a detachable magazine.

Standard magazines hold 20 or 30 rounds of ammunition, but magazines of other
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capacities are also available. They also have a pistol grip typically 3% to 4 inches in

length that protrudes at a rearward angle beneath the action of the rifle.

5. Since Colt's introduced the AR-15 SP-l in 1963, roughly two million AR-15s

have been manufactured. This estimate is based upon annual firearm manufacturing and

export statistics published by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

("ATF") for the years 1986-2007, as set forth below.)

6. 1963-1985. Data for these first 23 years of AR-15 production are not reflected

. herein. Colt's and other manufacturers produced AR-15s in this time frame.

7. 1986-2007. In these years, more than 1.62 million AR-15s were made and not

exported by the most prolific AR-15 manufacturers? The following manufacturers,

whose rifle production is limited exclusively or almost exclusively to AR-15s, reported

the following numbers of rifles made and not exported produced during years 1986-2007:

Armalite
Bushmaster/Quality Parts
Colt's
CMMG
DPMS
Eagle Arms
Essential Arms
Olympic
PWA
Rock River
Sabre Defense
Sendra
Stag Arms

Total

105,364
526,252
496,937

4,753
174,623

7,107
31,552
99,332
33,807
80,538
5,797
3,301

57,162

1,626,525

1 The annual reports for 1998-2007 are available at www.atf.gov/f1rearms/stats/index.htm.
Reports for 1986-1997 are available in hard copy from ATF.
2 See attached spreadsheet for annual production per manufacturer. ATF reports do not
show model names, but show firearm types (rifle, shotgun, pistol, revolver, and
miscellaneous). Manufacturers listed are known to make primarily AR-15 type rifles.
The total is an undercount; it does not include AR-15s made by Smith & Wesson,
Remington, and other prolific rifle manufacturers whose AR-15 production cannot be
distinguished from their total rifle production within the ATF reports.
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8. 2008-2009: Firearmsaleshaveincreaseddramaticallyin recentmonths.The

FBI reportsthatbackgroundchecksprocessedthroughtheNationalInstantCriminal

BackgroundCheckSystem(NICS),which areconductedfor purchasesof firearmsby

consumersfrom dealers,increasedapproximately11.4percentin 2007comparedto

2006;approximately13.7percentin 2008comparedto 2007;andapproximately25.6

percentduringthefirst five monthsof 2009comparedto thesameperiodin 2008.3

9. EstimatedAR-15Production.1986-2009.If thetrendfor AR-15rifle

productionin 2008-2009is identicalto thatfor NICS transactionsfor thesameperiod,

nearly340,000AR-15sweremadeandnotexportedin 2008andthe first five monthsof

2009.Thatfigure,addedto the 1.62million-plusnotedearlier,impliesa conservative

estimateof nearly1.97million AR-15sfor theperiod1986-May2009.If the25.6percent

increasefor thefirst five monthsof 2009continuesthroughouttheyear,aprojected

2,145,162AR-15 typerifles will havebeenproducedandnotexportedfrom 1986

through2009. Seeattachedspreadsheet.

10.AR-15ProductionRelativeto ThatofAll U.S.-MadeFirearmsandRifles. In

2007,therewere3,677,387firearms(excludingfully-automaticfirearms)madein the
"

U.S.andnot exported.Of these,1,401,251wererifles, includingat least202,213AR-

15s.Thus,AR-15saccountedfor at least5.5percentof firearms,andat least14.4

percentof rifles, madein theU.S. for thedomesticmarketthatyear.

Availablefor CommercialSalein the UnitedStates.Sinceat least1986,U.s.-made

firearmshaveaccountedfor roughlythree-fourthsof all newfirearmsavailableon the

3FBI monthlyandyearlyNICS transactiondataareavailableonlineat
www.fbLgov/hq/ciisd/nics/nicscheckstotal.pdf.
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commercialmarketin theUnited States.Evenwith theadditionof importedfirearmsto

theabovecalculations,AR-15,saccountfor a significantpercentageof newly-

manufacturedfirearmsavailablefor commercialsalein theUnited States.

MagazineProduction

12. Thefollowing addressescertainaspectsof themanufactureandimportation

of ammunitionfeedingdevicesfor firearms. Ammunitionfeedingdevicesthathavea

capacityof morethan 10roundsof ammunitionareprimarily detachablebox magazines

designedfor semiautomaticrifles or semiautomaticpistols,or tubularmagazines

designedfor .22rimfire caliberrifles.

13. Pistol Magazines.Annualfirearmmanufacturingandexportstatistics

publishedby ATF indicatethatsemiautomaticpistolsroseasapercentageof total

handgunsmadein theUnited Statesandnot exported,ftom 52percentof 1.3million

handgunsin 1986,to 77percentof 1.5million handgunsin 2007.4

14. Standardmagazinesfor verycommonlyownedsemiautomaticpistolsholdup

to 17roundsof ammunition. In 2007,abouttwo-thirdsof the 1.2million pistolsmadein

theUnitedStatesandnot exportedwerein caliberstypically usingmagazinesthathold
"

morethan10rounds.

15. In recentdecades,the trendin semiautomaticpistolscommonlyacquiredby

privatecitizensin theUnited Stateshasbeenawayfromthosedesignedto hold 10rounds

or fewer,to thosedesignedto hold morethan10rounds.This trackswith trendsamong

law enforcementpersonnel.Beforethewidespreadadoptionof semiautomaticpistolsby

law enforcementagencies,most law enforcementofficerscarriedfive- or six-shot

41998-2007annualreportsavailableonlineatwww.atf.gov/fil.earms/stats/index.htm.
Reportsfor 1986-1997wereprovidedin hardcopyform by ATF.
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revolvers. Today,law enforcementofficerstypically carrypistolsthestandard

magazinesfor whichhold morethan10rounds,suchastheGlock 17,thestandard

magazinesfor whichhold 17rounds.Pistolscommonlycarriedby law enforcement

officersarealsowidely ownedby privatecitizensin theUnitedStates.

16. Thesametrendhasdevelopedrelativeto pistolsissuedin our armedforces,

whicharealsocommonlyownedby privatecitizensin theUnitedStates.Thestandard

magazinefor thearmedforces' BerettaM9 9mmservicepistol holds15rounds.TheM9

replacedtheM1911 .45caliberpistol, thestandardmagazinefor which holdsseven

rounds.

17. RifleMagazines.Beginningwith theMl Carbine,introducedin the 1940s,

rifles capableof acceptingdetachablemagazinesholdingmorethan10rounds,and

typically equippedwith suchmagazines,havebeenincreasinglycommonamongprivate

citizensin ourcountry.More thansix million Ml Carbineseriesrifles havebeenmade

sincetheir introductionin the 1940s,andthestandardmagazinesfor themhold 15or 30

rounds.SAs notedabove,thereareroughlytwo million AR-15 typerifles, andtheyare

typically soldwith betweenoneandthreestandardmagazines.More than800,000Ruger
.'

Mini-14 seriesrifles havebeenproducedsincetheir introductionin 1974,andmanyare

equippedwith standardmagazinesof20 or 30rounds.6Numerousotherrifle makesand

modelsalsohavethecapacityto accept,andarecommonlyequippedwith, magazines

holdingmorethan10rounds.

SEdwardClintonEzell,SmallArmsof theWorld,lih Edition, StackpoleBooks,1983,p.
779,784.
6Sturm,Rugerwebsite,rifle serialnumbersby year,http://www.ruger-
firearms.com/Firearms/PS-SeriaINumberHistory-RI.html#.
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18. MagazineProductionData. Therearenoreliablepublishedfiguresfor the

numberof magazinesthatare,madeor importedeachyear. ATF doesnot require

manufacturersto reportmagazineproduction. In additionto magazinessoldwith

firearms,manymoremagazinesarewidely availableon theopenmarket.

19. Estimatesaresetforth in ChristopherS.Koper,An UpdatedAssessmentof

the Federal Assault WeaponsBan: Impacts on Gun Markets and Gun Violence, 1994-

2003(Reportto theNational Instituteof Justice,U.S.Dep't. of Justice2004),availableat

http://www.sas.upenn.edu/ierrylee/research/awfinaI2004.pdf.Koperreportedthat,asof

1994,18percentof civilian-ownedfirearms,including21percentof civilian-owned

handguns,wereequippedwith magazinesholdingovertenrounds,andthat25million

gunswereequippedwith suchmagazines.Id. at 1. Some4.7million suchmagazines

wereimportedduring 1995-2000.Id.

20. Koper furtherreportedthat,asof 1994,40percentof thesemiautomatic

handgunmodelsandamajority of thesemiautomaticrifle modelsmanufacturedand

advertisedbeforethebanweresoldwith, or hada variationthatwassoldwith, a

magazineholdingover 10rounds. Id. at6.

I declareunderpenaltyof perjurythattheforegoingis trueandcorrect.

MARK OVERSTREET

Date:July ,?3,2009
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AR.15type rifle production, minus export, selectedmanufacturers,1986.2007*
Datasource: Bureauof Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearmsand Explosives
Tablecomplied by MarkOverstreet,ResearchCoordinator,
NRAInstitute for LegislativeAction, Researchand Information Division.
Page1 of 2.

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
Armallte 1,822 1,194 2,658 5,420
Bushmaster 1,235 982 2,119 1,665 1,179 -2 24,868 1,241 8,192 10,782
Colt's 12,359 18,950 16,649 14,639 35,936 35,178 25,853 48,798 49,436 48,628 13,883 20,924
CMMG
DPMS 11 83 104 159 1,358
EagleArms 477 495 4,071 606 982 476
EssentialArms 1,870 1,213 2,151 10,241 6,169 2,520 2,798
Olympic 2,520 5,648 257 236 1,593 3,035 14,441 1,357 2,124 3,937
PWA 2,317 7,753 4,053 1,613 1,527 3,702 10,864 1,978
Rock River
SabreDefense
Sendra 1,539 1,277 485
StagArms

Annual Total 15,768 24,234 23,050 43,819 42,971 45,843 33,159 60,236 99,609 54,502 27,016 42,421

Manufacturer
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 Total

Armallte 6,557 7,946 8,247 8,163 10,841 12,903 9,729 7,349 10,475 12,060 105,364
Bushmaster 25,098 64,374 39,926 31,179 44,795 45,286 44,028 65,001 57,031 57,273 526,252
Colt's 29,564 25,533 27,271 7,866 13,616 17,364 13,165 2,210 8,480 10,635 496,937
CMMG 327 2,161 2,265 4,753
DPMS 3,678 6,834 5,541 4,666 7,630 5,543 11,389 21,923 47,435 58,269 174,623
EagleArms 7,107
EssentialArms 450 1,089 3,051 31,552
Olympic 4,325 7,404 3,653 5,379 6,884 7,005 6,395 8,227 7,319 7,593 99,332
PWA 33,807
Rock River 330 191 1,244 2,362 14,690 8,742 12,816 17,538 22,625 80,538
SabreDefense 1,502 1,268 3,027 5,797
Sendra 3,301
StagArms 2,008 7,837 21,902 25,415 57,162

Grand
Annual Total 69,222 112,421 84,829 58,497 86,128 102,791 95,906 128,281 173,609 202,213 Total 1,626,525

· Manufacturerslistedproduceexclusivelyor nearly-exclusivelyAR-15typerifles.Notallmanufacturersof AR-15typeriflesare listed.
Note:The nation'stwolargestfirearmmanufacturers,RemingtonandSmith& Wesson,alsoproducedAR-15typeriflesin2008and2009.
Note:The nation'sthirdlargestfirearmmanufacturer,Sturm-Ruger,alsomanufacturedAR-15typeriflesin2009.
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AR-15typerifleproduction,minusexport,selectedmanufacturers,1986-2007*
Datasource:Bureauof Alcohol,Tobacco,FirearmsandExplosives
TablecompliedbyMarkOverstreet,ResearchCoordinator,
NRAInstitutefor LegislativeAction,ResearchandInformationDivision.
Page2 of 2

TotalU.S.firearmproduction,minusexports

2006
2007
2008

Jan.-May 2008
Jan.-May 2009

% Increase
10,036,933
11,177,335
12,709,023
4,831,693
6,067,141

11.36%
13.70%

25.57%

Projected increase in AR-15 typerifleproduction,minusexports,for 2008andJan.-May2009,and
projected total, 1986-May2009.

AR-15

typerifles
production,minusexports,prolificmanufacturers,1986-20071,626,525

2008,with 13.7%increase 229,923
first five months 2009,with 25.6%increase 109,763

2009,with 25.6%increase 288,714
projection, 2008-May2009 339,686
projection, 1986-May 2009 1,966,211

projection, 1986-2009 2,145,162
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