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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

DICK ANTHONY HELLER, et af.

Plaintiffs

)
)
)
)
) CASE: 1:08-cv-01289
) Hon. Ricardo M. Urbina
)
)
)
)

v.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, et al.

Defendants

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM CARTER

I, William Carter, do hereby swear or affirm:

1. My name is William Carter, and am a resident of the District of Columbia and a citizen

of the United States.

2. I am eligible under the laws of the United States and ofthe District of Columbia to receive

and possess firearms.

3. On or about December 12, 2008, I ordered an LMT Defender 2000 .223 caliber

semiautomatic rifle which cost $1,806.9.4 from Atlantic Guns in Maryland, a federally-licensed

firearmsdealer. AfterAtlanticGunsreceivedtherifle, I paid for the rifle on February21,2009.

4. On or about February 24, 2009, I submitted to the District of Columbia Metropolitan

Police Department (MPD) an Application for Firearms Registration Certificate stating the intended

use for the rifle to be "recreational activity, NRA range." By letter dated February 24, 2009, the

MPD notified me that the rifle is unregisterable because: ''The listed weapon is defined as an 'assault

weapon' and prohibited from being registered in the District of Columbia per the Firearms

Registration Act of 2009, amendment 12-22-08, D.C. Code 7-2501.01." True copies of the

Application and the MPD letter are attached herewith.
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5. D.C. Code § 7-2501.01(3A)(A)(IV)(aa), (cc) defines "assault weapon" to include a rifle

with "a pistol grip thatprotrudes conspicuously beneath the action of the weapon" or with "A folding

or telescoping stock." The LMT Defender 2000rifle has a pistol grip that protrudes beneath the

action of the weapon and a telescoping stock.

6. In 1971, I enlisted in the United States Marine Corps, and was honorably discharged in

1974. In the service,Iwas issuedan Ml6 selectivefirerifle,whichwouldshootfullyautomaticor

semiautomatic at the option of the user. It has a pistol grip that protrudes beneath the action of the

weapon, which allows the rifle to be accurately shot from the shoulder without excessive muzzle

rise. The purpose of having such a pistol grip is not to allow the rifle to be fired ftom the hip. In

Marine Corps training, we were instructed to fire the M16 only from the shoulder and were never

trained to fire it from the hip.

7. The LMT Defender 2000 rifle is semiautomatic only, and calling it an "assault weapon"

is incorrect. Neither the pistol grip nor the telescoping stock (which makes the rifle more convenient

to store) makes the rifle more powerful or dangerous. I am aware that numerous persons possess

such rifles throughout the United States for target shooting and other lawful purposes.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

WILLIAM CARTER

Date: April 2, 2009

-- --
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Gun Control and Firearms Registration

300 Indiana Ave. N.W. Room 3169, Washington D.C.,20001 (202) 727-4275 FAX(202) 724-2410

February 24, 2009

Mr. William Carter
200411th Street N.W. Apt#334
Washington, DC 20001-4051

Dear Mr. Carter,

~ This is to advise you that your _LMT Defender 2000 bearing serial #LMT39633 has
been disapproved for the following reason(s):

~ 1. Unregisterable Firearm
G 2. (The listed weapon isdefined as an "assault weapon" and prohibited from being

registered in the District of Columbia per the Firearms Registration Act of 1975,
amendment 12-22-08, D.C. Code 7-2501.01.

You have 15 days from the date this notice is received to appeal this decision. A copy of the
regulations governing such appeals is attached for your information. Appeals should be sent to the
Director, Identification and Records Division, Metropolitan Police Department, 300 Indiana
Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20001.

If you do not file your appeal within the time allowed, you shall be deemed to have conceded the
validity of the reason or reasons stated in this notice, and the (denial) (revocation) shall become
final.

In the event you do not submit further evidence, you must do one of the following within 7 days
after the decision becomes final: (1) peaceably surrender to the police the firearm for which
registration was revoked or disapproved; (2) lawfully remove such firearm from the District of
Columbia for so long as you have an interest in such firearm; or, (3) otherwise lawfully dispose of
your interest in such firearm.

o Your application has not been acted upon within the 60 day period because

You will be notified as soon as the missing information is received and the application review
process is completed.

FOR APPEALS INSTRUCTIONS SEE REVERSE SIDE

FL-63 REV 7/08
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING APPEALS

Denial and Revocation Procedures

Effective January 1, 2009, the Metropolitan Police Department no longer adjudicates appeals as
it relates to Firearms Registration. Section 2 of Act #17-651, Firearms Registration Emergency
Amendment Act of 2008, now makes the Office of Administrative Hearings responsible for
handling appeals of denials and revocations of gun registrations. The address to the Office of
Administrative Hearings is:

Office of Administrative Hearings
441 4thStreet, Northwest, Suite 870-N

Washington, D.C. 20001-2714

Please forward any request to appeal the decision made by the Firearms Registration Unit to the
Office of Administrative Hearings so the matter can be reviewed as outlined by current law.

Page 2 of2
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